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The  Peculiar  Appeal  Made 
to  Us  by  Our  Cuban  Mission 


BY  BISHOP  W.  A.  CANDLER 

The  cause  of  foreign  missions  makes  strong  appeal  to  every 
heart  that  is  loyal  to  Jesus  Christ  and  compassionate  toward 
men.  Our  Cuban  mission  makes  special  appeal  to  the  hearts 
of  Southern  Methodists. 

1.  Because  the  Methodisms  of  the  world  have  left  that  field 
to  us  exclusively.  Whatever  mission  Methodism  may  have  to 
the  people  of  that  beautiful  island  must  be  fulfilled  by  us  ;  no 
other  Methodism  is,  or  will  be,  there.  To  fall  short  of  all  that 
Methodism  ought  to  do  for  Cuba  would  put  our  Church  in  the 
discreditable  attitude  of  the  dog  in  the  manger.  If  other 
Methodisms  stay  out  of  Cuba  because  we  are  there,  we  must 
not  fail  to  do  all  that  Methodism  should  do  for  that  long-op¬ 
pressed,  but  now  happily  delivered,  people. 

2.  The  island  is  very  near  to  us,  and  its  needs  are  as  urgent 
as  they  are  close.  It  is  no  more  than  ninety  miles  from  Key 
West,  Fla.,  where  our  Methodism  is  strong,  to  Havana,  Cuba. 
The  passage  from  Havana  to  Key  West  is  easily  made  in  the 
roughest  weather  between  noon  and  dark.  And  yet  in  that 
brief  distance  one  passes  from  a  civilization  of  benighted  Ro¬ 
manism  to  one  of  enlightened  Protestantism,  from  the  dim¬ 
ness  of  mediaeval  superstition  to  the  clear  light  of  scriptural 
faith.  It  is  amazing  that  such  religious  conditions  as  existed 
in  the  Cuba  of  former  days  could  have  remained  so  long  un- 
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changed  at  our  very  door  ;  but  Romanism  was  a  part  of  the 
Spanish  government,  being  the  established  religion,  and  both 
the  civil  and  ecclesiastical  forces  of  Spain  followed  a  policy  of 
exclusiveness  which  impoverished  the  people  in  both  purse  and 
piety.  The  Spanish  government,  desiring  to  exploit  the  re¬ 
sources  of  Cuba  for  its  own  enrichment,  without  regard  to  the 
welfare  of  the  Cuban  people,  pursued  a  fiscal  policy  which  di¬ 
verted  Cuba’s  trade  into  abnormal  channels  and  isolated  the 
people  of  Cuba  from  their  nearest  and  friendliest  neighbors. 
Similarly  the  Romish  Church,  having  more  regard  for  the 
fleece  than  for  the  flock,  withheld  the  gospel  of  truth  from  the 
people  and  prevented  others  giving  it  to  them.  All  this  is 
changed  now.  Cuba’s  trade  is  free  and  Cuba’s  faith  is  equally 
open  to  influence  from  without  ;  but  while  the  changed  con¬ 
ditions  bring  immeasurable  advantages,  they  bring  also  great 
perils,  especially  religious  perils.-  Just  because  Romanism  was 
identified  with  the  rule  of  the  Spanish  government,  which  the 
Cubans  hated,  the  people  have  turned  away  in  great  numbers 
from  it  ;  and  if  Protestantism  does  not  rescue  these  unchurched 
multitudes,  they  will  inevitably  drift  into  indifference  and  infi¬ 
delity.  Many  have  already  gone  to  skepticism,  conceiving 
Romanism  and  Christianity  as  synonymous  terms,  and  resent¬ 
ing  the  latter,  therefore,  as  truly  as  the  former. 

3.  It  is  a  rpatter  of  our  interest  as  well  as  of  our  duty  to 
give  the  gospel  to  the  Cuban  people.  The  world  knows  by 
the  history  of  the  French  Revolution  what  comes  to  pass  when 
a  nation  throws  off  both  monarchical  government  and  Chris¬ 
tianity  at  the  same  time.  As  I  have  indicated  in  the  last  par¬ 
agraph,  when  the  Cubans  cast  off  Spanish  rule  they  threw  off 
in  a  great  measure  such  Christianity,  and  their  revolution,' 
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therefore,  went  to  the  very  foundations  of  their  social,  as  well 
as  their  political,  system.  If  faithlessness  now  prevail  among 
them,  so  will  disorder  ;  and  faithlessness  will  prevail  among 
them  unless  Protestantism  shall  rescue  many  of  them  from  the 
abyss  of  doubt  which  opens  before  them.  And  disorder  in 
Cuba  is  damage  to  America.  Our  country  stands  pledged  to 
preserve  order  there.  It  is  better  and  cheaper  to  do  this  by 
the  power  of  an  enlightened  and  enlightening  faith  than  by 
force  of  arms  and  acts  of  statecraft. 

4.  Our  Methodism  must  bear  a  very  large  part  in  the  work 
of  evangelizing  the  island.  Our  members  there  number  about 
one-third  of  all  the  Protestant  Christians  in  Cuba,  and  our  re¬ 
sponsibility  is  great  in  like  proportion.  Our  stations  stretch 
from  one  end  of  the  island  to  the  other,  which  is  not  true  of 
the  stations  of  any  other  Protestant  Church.  We  must  make 
them  strongholds  of  the  true  faith  from  which  saving  influences 
will  penetrate  every  part  of  the  little  republic.  In  every  prov¬ 
ince  we  have  churches,  and  in  all  but  one  we  have  schools  also. 
These  permanent  and  prosperous  plants  bring  us  great  oppor¬ 
tunities  and  solemn  duties. 

5.  Many  of  our  own  countrymen  and  kindred  have  gone  to 
make  their  homes  in  Cuba.  They  have  bought  land  and  built 
houses.  They  have  gone  there  to  stay.  We  must  follow 
these  American  colonists  with  the  saving  influences  of  evan¬ 
gelical  Christianity.  In  Cuba  we  have  a  field  which  is  both  a 
foreign  and  a  home  mission  field,  and  all  the  considerations 
which  impel  us  to  zeal  in  both  lines  of  labor  combine  to  move 
us  to  do  all  in  our  power  there. 

6.  Both  Cubans  and  Americans  who  have  joined  our  Church 
in  the  island  show  a  most  admirable  spirit  of  self-help.  They 
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contribute  to  the  support  of  their  pastors  and  to  the  erection 
of  their  churches.  During  the  year  1906  the  contributions  on 
the  field  amounted  to  quite  $25,000,  one  American  giving  the 
sum  of  $20,000  for  the  promotion  of  the  work.  We  should 
rally  to  the  help  of  people  so  disposed  to  help  themselves. 
If  we  help  them  now  as  we  ought,  it  will  not  be  many  years 
before  Cuban  Methodism  will  be  largely  self-supporting. 

7.  God  guided  us  in  the  beginning  and  has  blessed  us  in 
the  development  of  our  Cuban  work  in  a  most  signal  manner. 
It  is  at  once  our  youngest  and  one  of  our  strongest  missions. 
We  can  but  follow  where  God  so  plainly  leads.  We  can  but 
strengthen  the  work  which  he  shows  himself  so  pleased  to 
bless. 

The  Cuban  mission  needs  most  of  all  good  houses  of  worship 
and  an  adequate  supply  of  consecrated  and  capable  men  for 
the  American  colonies  in  the  island.  Our  Cuban  Churches 
and  our  schools  will  supply  and  educate  a  native  ministry 
about  as  fast  as  the  Cuban  pastoral  charges  multiply,  but 
American  pastors,  and  church  buildings  for  both  Cuban  and 
American  congregations,  are  not  so  easily  secured.  On  these 
needs  benevolence  must  be  laid  out  and  faith  bestowed. 


